Successful initial treatment with weekly 24-hour infusion of 5-fluorouracil and leucovorin in a rectal cancer patient with acute disseminated intravascular coagulation.
Cancer-associated acute disseminated intravascular coagulation is rare in colorectal cancer, but is rapidly fatal when present. We present a case of a 79-year-old male who developed acute disseminated intravascular coagulation one month after receiving Hartmann's procedure for his rectal cancer. Peripheral blood showed leucoerythroblastosis while marrow carcinomatosis was noted by bone marrow examination. Prompt chemotherapy with weekly 24-h infusion of 5-fluorouracil and leucovorin were administered and the acute disseminated intravascular coagulation gradually resolved after 2 cycles of treatment. A total of 10 cycles of weekly chemotherapy were administered. The patient died of pneumonia on the 83rd day after diagnosis of disseminated intravascular coagulation without evidence of acute disseminated intravascular coagulation and tumor progression. We suggest that if acute disseminated intravascular coagulation developed after surgery for rectal cancer, the cancer-related acute disseminated intravascular coagulation should be taken into consideration. The immediate administration of chemotherapy may save the patient in time.